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XXXVIL. Extraéts of feveral Letters from

John Huxham, M.D. of Plymouth, F.R.S.
and Myr. Tripe, Surgeon, at Afhburton 77
Devonthire, concerning a Body found in a
Vault in the Church of Staverton in that
County : Communicated by Thomas Stack,
M. D. FRS.

Extrat of a Letter from Dr. Huxham to Dr. Stack,

dated, Plymouth, June 29, 1750.

Read July 5. ¥ THINK the inclofed account is very

1750 extraordinary, You may depend upon
it, that it is altogether true. Mr. Tripe is a very in-
genious and obferving fargeon at Afhburton near Sta-

verton. Befides, I have had it from feveral other

perfons of great probity and honour.

My, Tripe to Dr. Huxham.

S,I R, Afbburton, June 28, 1750.
T HERE having been a great diverfity of reports.

relating to a body lately difcover'd in a vault

in Staverton-church, I have taken the liberty of com-
municating to-you the few following particulars ; in.
hopes thereby to induce you to inform. yourfelf more
fully by your own infpection.

As it does not appear by the regifter of burials,
that any perfon has been depofited in this vault fince

October 15, 1669, it is certain, thata body has lain:
there
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there upwards of fourfcore years: yet, when the vault
was open’d about four months ago, it was found as
perfect in all its parts, as if but juft interr’d. The
whole body was plump and full ; the fkin white,
foft, fmooth, and elaftic; the hair ftrong, and the
limbs nearly as flexible as- when living.

A winding fheet, which was as firm as if but juft
applied, inclofed it from head to foot ; and two coarfe
linen cloths, dipp’d in a blackifh fubftance like pitch,

-infolded the winding-fheet. The body thus protected

was placed in an oaken coffin, on which, as it was
always cover’d with water, was found a large ftone
and a log of wood, probably to keep it at the bottom.

Various have been the conjectures as to the caufe of
its prefervation; and as it has been reported, tho’
probably without foundation, that the perfon was a
Roman-catholic, there have been fome of that re-
ligion, who, not having philofophy enough to ac-
count for it from natural caufes, have attributed it
to a fupernatural one, and canonized him; and, in
confequence of this, have taken away feveral pieces
of the winding-fheet and pitch-cloths, preferving
them as reliques with the greateft veneration. _

In my opinion, the pitch-cloths and water over-
throw the miracle, and bring it within the power of
natural agents; the former, by defending the body
fiom the external air, and the latter, by preferving
the tenacity of the pitch. The left fide, from the
middle of the forehead to the fcrorum, having been
for fome time expofed to the air, is now grown black,
and moulders away ; but where the pitch-cloths re-
main, the parts underneath are perfedtly freth and
firm. As the coflin is now pretty much injur}eld,

' tho’
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tho’ intirely found, when the vault was firft open’d,
the body is orderd by Mr. Worth, of Worth near
Tiverton, whofe anceftor he is, to be fpeedily re-
moved to another, and then nailed up. Iam

Yours, e,

Nicholas Tripe.

Dr. Huxham fo Dr. Stack.

Dear Sir,
Read Oftob. 24.F AM very forry I could not myfelf at-
175t tend the diffeGion, which I had de-

figned, but was hinderd. Mr. Tripe however told
me, he found the heart and lungs as found, as
if the perfon had not been dead above four days, but
much more flat and comprefled than wfual ; the
joints very flexible and fupple ; the knees in particu-
lar, the patella, tendons, ligaments, and the whole
articulation being as fmooth, un&uous, and flexible,
as in a body newly dead. He alfo gave me a piece
of the pitch-cloth, which inveloped the whole body
wrappd up within in the linen fheet, as mention’d
in the letter I formerly fent you, of which you took
a copy, and to which I refer you.

I have inclofed a piece of the pitch, or tar, refin,
and turpentine, with which the outer involucrum
was befmeared. I take it to be pitch or tar, and
turpentine ; as it readily diffolves in /p. win/, and
{mells like it when melted. v

Simon
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Simon Worth Efq; whofe corps this is, died at
Madrid, and was fent home in the manner defcribed,
and fo buried. His wife’s coffin, who was buried in
the fame vault two years before, and two of his
children about 11 years after (as appears by the re-
gifter) were quite rotten. 'The oaken coffin, pitch-
cloth, and water, feem greatly to have contributed
to the prefervation of this body. His coffin was found
very found. I am, Sir,

Your very affectionate
May 21, 1751,
obliged humble fervant,

J- Huxham.

Mr. Tripe fo Dr. Huxham.

SIR,
ReadOcob.24. S in a former letter I gave you fome
1751. particulars relating to the external

parts of the body, and its preferving apparatus, in
this I thall give you an account of the internal. But
before I enter upon this defcription, I muft beg leave
to obferve to you, that as a great number of people
reforted to the vault, on the fame of this extraordi-
nary corps, the anterior parts of the body, from the
middle of the forehead to the pudenda, except the
right fide of the zhorax, the right hypockendrium, ile,
and snguen, were {oon ftripped of the tar-cloth and
winding-fheet, in order, as the different motives of
curiofity or fuperftition prevail’d, to be preferved as

reliques,
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reliques, or .to commemorate fo remarkable an
event.

July 9, 1749, having in the firft place remov’d
the body, half-cover’d with water and mud, to a con-
venient part of the churchyard, divefted it of its cover-
ings, and wafh'd off the filth, I made an incifion
thro’ the integuments and mufcles of the left buttock,
and found the membrana adipofa pretty near an inch
thick ; its adeps of a pale yellow, very dry, hard, and
friable, and the membranous parts, except the cellu-
lar coat of the mufcle, which was {carce fenfibly al-
tered, quite indiftint. The water having probably
madc its way thro’ the va/a a&/orbem‘za to the gluteus
maximus, its fafciculi were thin, pale, and flaccid,
exhibiting the appearance of beef macerated in water ;
but thofe of the medius and minimus, efpecially the
latter, to which it had no accefs, with their proper
moifture and foftnefs, ftill retained their natural ful-
nefs, red colour, ftrength, and elafticity.

In order, in the next place, to inform you of the
ftate of the peritonceum and abdominal vifcera, I made
a crucial incifion thro’ the integuments and mufcles
of the abdomen, carrying the longltudmal fetion from
the cartilago enfiformis to the os pubis, and the tranf-
verfe from the right fide of the r¢gio lumbaris thro’
the umbilicus to the left; and as the abdomen had
been fo long expofed to the air, its integuments and
mufcles, except the aponeurofées in immediate con-
tact with the peritoneum, which had undergone no
material alteration, were grown very black, dry,
hard, and like rotten timber void of {mell, and
mouldering into duft. On div ding the peritonrum,
which throughout its whole extent was of a natur al

Kk colour,
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colour, found, firm, fmooth, and extenfible, I found
the omentum nearly in a fimilar ftate to that of the
membrana adipofa, full an inch thick, -and extended
to the lower part of the bypogafirium. The left lobe
of the liver was of a pale brown complexion, dry,
hard, and fhrunk ; but the right ftill preferved its
natural dufky red colour, foftnefs, and extenfion.
The vgfica fellis was quite empty, but in all other
refpedts in a natural ftate ; as were likewife the duiZus
cyfticus bepaticus and communis choledochus, the vena
porta, ligamentum latum or fufpenforium, and rofun-
dum. ‘The {pleen was of a pale bluifh grey colour,
lax incoherent texture, rough unequal furface, very
dry, hard, crifp, and contracted. The ftomach was
fomewhat inflated, and its vz/// in confequence im-
perceptible. There was no appearance of aliment in it,
or of feces alvine in the inteftines, but in both, as
well the inzeflina tenuia as craffa, a blackith liquid
inflammable tar-like fubftance, wholly foluble in oil;
and for the moft part in {pirits of wine dephlegmated,
but abfolutely immifcible with water : their internal
furface, efpecially where it was cover’d with this tar-
like matter, was of a brown complexion, and fome~
what rough and indurated, but their external was of
a natural colour, perfe@ly fmooth and foft. The
pancreas was almoft cover’d with a pale-colour’d dry
indurated coat, and of a pale reddifh complexion,
but not altogether fo moift and foft as in a natural
ftate. 'The mefentery was wholly encompafled with
a pretty large quantity of pale-colour’d fat, which in
the left fide of the abdomen, efpecially near the omen-
tum, was quitedry and hard, and the mefentery itfelf
in 2 manner indiftinguifhable, butin the right fomhe-

what



[ 259 ]

what lefs dry and hard, and the mefenteric glands
and Jamine more diftin¢t. The kidneys and glan-
dule renales were involved in a very plentiful portion
of fat ; and for the moft part the ureters; that of the
left kidney and glandula renalis refembling the fat of
the mefentery intheleft fide of the abdomen, and that of
the right, the fat of the mefentery in the right fide: the
left kidney and glandula renalis were nearly of the {fame
brown complexion, but in every other refpect in a
ftate analogous to that of the fpleen: the left ure-
ter was of a natural colour, foft, {mooth, and flexi-
ble ; but where inveloped with fat, fomething hard,
rough, and inflexible : the right kidney and glandula
renalis, together with the right ureter, were in all
refpects in a natural ftate, as was likewife the wvefica
urinaria, except that it was quite empty, and its
coats confiderably thicken'd and contratted. The
aorta and wvema cava, together with their capital
branches, the receptaculum chyli and wveficule femi-
nales, being cover'd with fat, which was likewife of
a pale complexion, and more or lefs dry and hard,
as it was fituated in the right or left fide of the 2bdo-
men, 1 was obliged to content myfelf with infpecting
the large and more obvious parts ; it being altogether
impraéticable to remove the wifcera, as I was fur<
rounded and prefs’d by near an hundred people, du-
1ing the whole time of diffeGtion.

I come now to acquaint you with the condition of
the pleure, and contents of the thorax : and in order
thereto, I extended the longitudinal fection of the
abdomen, quite thro’ the parietes of the thorax, on
the left fide of the fernum to the clavicle ; and tho’
the integuments and mufcles of the zborax were in a

Kka2 paiallel
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parallel ftate with thofe of the abdomen, the cartilages
of the ribs were pretty white, firm, {mooth, and
elaftic. The pleuree, together with its duplicatures,
the mediaftinum, which I feparated from the fernum,
in order to infpect the right cavity of the fhorax,
were found, and of a natural colour, firm texture,
finooth equal furface, foft and pliable. The peri-
cardium, except where it adher'd to the tendinous
part of the diaphragm, was invefted with fat, of a
pale complexion, but not altogether fo dry and hard
as that in the left fide of the abdomen, and through-
out infeparably conjoined with the heart, which was
very large, and of a deprefled figure, dry, hard, and
conftrited. The left lobe of the lungs near the pe-
ricardium was of a very pale brown colour, with a
faint caft of red, confiderably collapfed, fomewhat dry
and hard, and the invefting membrane of a rough
uneven furface, quite dry and rigid ; but the remain-
ing part, together with the right, were of a redder
complexion, lax fpongy texture, foft and compref~
fible, and their invefting membrane of a fmooth even
furface, foft and flaccid. The @/pera arteria and
oefophagus were for the moft part thinly cover’d with
fat, like that of the pericardium, but in all refpets
in a natural condition, as were likewife the aorzz,
vena cava, pulmonary arteries and veins, and all their
capital branches. The diaphragm was confiderably
relaxed, and of a concavo-convex figure ; and except
that its mufcular part was a little paler than it ought,
and its tendinous, where conneéted to the pericar-
dium, a little harder, it was in every refpet accord-
ing to nature. 'The wiftera of the thorax and abde-
men were well-proportion’d, and quite free from any

preternatural
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preternatural adhefion to one another, or to the pleur .,
diaphragm, or peritonzum.

1 thall now defcribe to you the ftate of the parts
concern’d in the articulation of the knee ; and having
for that purpofe remov'd the integuments and mui-
cles from the joint, I found the tendinous ligaments
covering the anterior convex furface of the pazella of
a whitith complexion, firm, {mooth, and flexible,
and the cartilage covering the pofterior, white, folid,
fmooth, and elaftic. The burfal and crucial ligaments,
the {emilunar cartilages, mucilaginons glands, and the
adipofe fubftance, in which the glands were feated,
were all moiften’d with finophia, and in their natural

order. ‘The anterior furface of the patella was fome-
~ what rough and black; but the pofterior, together
with the procefles and cavities in the fuperior part of
the #/bia, and the apophyfes and cavity in the inferior
part of the os femoris, were in all refpecs in a natural
ftate.

I fhall finifh this account of the diffe&ion with a
defcription of the ftate of the tendons in the left arm,
near the wrift, together with that of the occipitalis
mufcle, pericranium, and os occipitis.  As to the
former, tho’ the integuments and mufcles were black
and mouldering, the tendons were of a whitith co-
lour, clofe contexture, hard and {mooth; and as to
the latter, having feparated the integuments in the
occiput, 1 found the occipitalis mufcle quite red, moift
foft; ftrong, and contractile, the pericranium tolera-
bly white, firm, fmooth, and unelaftic ; and the os
occipitis of a very firm and folid texture, fomewhat
rough and black, but, on fcraping off the furtace,
fmooth, and of a natural colour, '

Having
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Having thus given you the particulars of the dif-
feGion, I muift impofe yet a little ‘more on your pa-
tience, while I communicate to you the ftate of the
external parts of the body defcrib’d in the former let-
ter, as it appear’d at the time of difleGtion; as like-
wife that of fome others, which have hitherto been
unobferv’d. 'To begin with the firft : the body was
fomewhat extenuated, and the fkin of a dark com-
plexion ;. but, except where it was expofed to the air,
firm, foft, {mooth, and flexible The hair, for the
moft part, was feparated from the fcalp ; it was pretty
thick, and of a blackith colour, with a few grey ones
intermix’d, about five inches in length, foft, {trong,
and elaftic : there was no appearance of any befides
in any other part of the body; but I was informed
by ‘Mr. Prefton, the prefent proprietor of the vault,
and a {urgeon’s apprentice in the neighbourhood, who
faw the body, when it was firft difcover’d, that it
had then a dark-colour’d beard, about three inches
and a quarter in length. The joints were altogether
as flexible as in a natural ftate. 'The funica adnata
of each eye was of a loofe contexture, quite rough
and difcolour’d, and the cornea opaque, flat, and
wither'd. As the head lay near the entrance into
the vault, fome one, in getting down, had probabl
ftepp'd on his face, and thereby confiderably de-
prefs'd all the lower part of the nofe, and forced a
few of the dentes incifores out of their fockets. The
integuments and muicles, efpecially thofe of the de-
prefled part of the nofe, were quite confum'd, and
the cartilages following their fate. The teeth were
exceedingly hard, and firmly fix’d in their fockets,
fomewhat rough, and of a blackith colour. All the

tongue
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ongue was confum’d, except its invefting membrane,
which was likewife of a biackith colour, and wafting
away. The integuments and mufcles of the face,
from the middle of the forchead to the chin, were
become black, and crumbling into duft. The pu-
denda were quite reduced to their membranes, which
were alfo become black, and mouldering away. The
nails were grown about the third part of an inch be-
yond the fingers and toes, and excepting a little al-
teration in colour, in every refpect in a natural ftate,

I fhall now reftrain my pen from being any fur-
ther tedious, and hope what I have communicated
will be acceptable to you.

Afhburton, Sept. 18. Your moft obedient fervant,

1751,
Nicholas "Tripe.

XXXVIIL.  Extract of a Letter from Pro-
feffor Euler, of Berlin, 20 the Rev. My.
Calpar Wetftein, Chaplain to Her Royal
Highnefs the Prince[s Dowager of Wales.

SIR,
Read O&. 24. OU have heard, without: doubt, that
1751, that the Academy at St. Petersburg

have fixed a prize of one hundred ducats, which they
will give every year to him, who fhall give the beft
anf{wer to the queftion, that fhall be propofed; and
for the firft time they have propofed this queftion :
“ Whether
*



